Under the Great Oak screened at the Ridge High School Performing Arts Center on 10/24/19.
400 sophomores attended the screening and participated in the Q&A. Here’s what some had
to say:
"It was amazing how many people were involved with the tree and the amount of effort that went into
preserving the tree."
"I learned a lot about the tree. I knew it was special but I didn't know exactly why it was so important. I liked
the format of the assembly and thought it was perfect length."
"I believe it is very important to learn about the history of our town and find it very interesting. In class we
never learn about what has happened in the town surrounding us and how important our town is and why
our town looks like it does. Very good video."
"I liked the presentation and panel this morning. I thought the movie was very good and I had no idea how
detailed and far back the history of Basking Ridge. I love history, so learning about the Great Oak was very
interesting. The panel was really cool because to hear the people who made the movie speak about said
movie was interesting."
"The assembly was interesting and it was cool to see how there was a long process behind actually
removing the tree."
"I enjoyed how much precaution was taken beforehand to make sure they could salvage the tree before
and after it was cut."
"The will and emotion that was put into the tree surprised me for it made me realize how much of a symbol
the tree was to the community."
"I liked how the assembly got into the more technical details of the removal of the tree. In reality, I saw the
tree there one day, gone the next. It was very interesting to see the process in which it was removed."
"It was interesting to learn about the impact of just a tree on our New Jersey community. It was also
interesting to understand the different points of views on the removal of it."
"I really liked the assembly because the film itself was great - also it was cool to see the people in the film
and ask questions. I really liked that it was part of the time. Great drone footage."
"It was inspirational to see how much people cared about the tree and the sense of community that it gave
them".
"It was interesting to know how important the tree actually is and how something so simple and inanimate
can have such importance to a community and its history."
"I enjoyed the different perspectives in the movie from the historical society. It gave the tree a history that I
didn't hear about."

